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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON HONORS
TWO WITH LACKNER AWARDS
DAYTON, Ohio -The Marianist philosophy that guides the University of Dayton is
something that Don Frericks holds close to home.
Frericks, a resident of Bellbrook, is familiar with Catholic education, in name and in
practice. In addition to spending the past 33 years at Marianist-founded institutions -

four as

a student at UD, 10 as a biology teacher at Chaminade High School in Dayton and 20 as a
professor in UD' s School of Education - he received religious training in his primary schooling.
Though a product of the Minster, Ohio, public school system, Frericks' early education was
guided by the nuns and a priest who taught in the public schools. So he's aware of the spirit a
Catholic school provides.
Frericks, associate professor of educational administration at UD, and Karen Pettus,
assistant to the director of the UD Research Institute, on Feb. 12 received the 1999 Lackner
Awards, given to lay faculty or staff who have made significant contributions to the Catholic
and Marianist character of the University. The awards are named for Brother Elmer Lackner,
S.M.
"UD is very, very special," Frericks said. "Because it is a Marianist institution, we
believe we provide a service and do it better than most universities in the country. We have to
let people know we are different, show them the Marianist charisma."
Frericks is making a difference. He spearheaded the development of a master's degree
program in Catholic school administration at UD, and he teaches graduate education classes at
Shawnee High School as part of UD' s off-campus program for teachers.
He is "an institution at UD," said counselor education and human services chair
William Drury, who has known Frericks for more than 25 years. "He' s held a variety of
-over-
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positions, and he's done them all well."
Frericks' passion and experience in Catholic education was a natural springboard for his
position as president of the Organization of Catholic Colleges and Universities, which develops
graduate programs that prepare administrators to lead Catholic schools.
"We need to continue to develop and grow," Frericks said. "Tomorrow will bring new
challenges, and we'd better get organized. (Education and technology) get more exciting all the
time."
Frericks said his favorite part of his work is his contact with students. He has been a
mentor to many youth and is also the father of six children- all UD graduates. To him, the
UD spirit is synonymous with family.
Frericks contributes his free time as president of the long-range planning committee at St.
Francis of Assisi parish and enjoys seeing his grown family.
"He [Frericks] is one of those quiet people who do their responsibilities in a way as not
to draw attention to themselves, and when they reach success, they make sure everyone else
gets more credit then they do." Drury said. "He's just an exemplary kind of person."
-30For media interviews, contact Don Frericks at (937) 229-3105.

